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(57) Abstract: A 2-dimensional code region extraction device (1) 
includes a scan unit (11) for longitudinally /laterally scanning im- 
age data containing a 2-dimensional code, a blank space detection 
unit (12) forjudging white/black gradation of the pixel scanned and 
detecting a blank space, a non-blank space information calculation 
unit (13) for calculating a distance to the non-blank space existing 
between the detected blank spaces and its center coordinate, a com- 
parison unit (14) for comparing the length of the non-blank space 
existing in the longitudinal and lateral direction with its center co- 
ordinate so as to judge whether a 2-dimensional code exists, and an 
order decision unit (15) for comparing a plurality of 2-dimensional 
code candidate regions detected and ranking the 2-dimensional can- 
didate regions. 
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